The Nativity Story Puppet Show: The Angels

Story #1: Nephi

Speaking Characters: Storyteller, Narrator, Angel Puppet, Nephi Puppet

Non-Speaking Characters: Mary Puppet, Baby Jesus Puppet

Storyteller: In the Christmas Nativity, there are many instances where angels appeared to reveal
the coming of Jesus Christ. In this show tonight we are going to act out the special appearances
of these angels.

Our first example takes us back to around 600 B.C, to the prophet Nephi.

The Nephi puppet appears on stage.

Narrator (off stage): The heavens opened, and an angel came down and stood before Nephi.
The angel puppet appears and stands next to Nephi.

Angel: “Nephi, what beholdest thou?”

The Mary puppet appears on stage.

Nephi: “A virgin, most beautiful and fair above all other virgins.”

Angel: “Knowest thou the condescension of God?”

Nephi: “I know that he loveth his children; nevertheless, | do not know the meaning of all things.”

Angel: “Behold, the virgin whom thou seest is the mother of the Son of God, after the manner of
the flesh.”

The Baby Jesus puppet appears in Mary’s arms.

Angel: “Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father! Knowest thou the
meaning of the tree which thy father saw?”

Nephi: “Yea, it is the love of God, which sheddeth itself abroad in the hearts of the children of
men; wherefore, it is the most desirable above all things.”

Angel: “Yea, and the most joyous to the soul.”’

Storyteller: In that visit from the angel Nephi also saw Jesus Christ when He had grown,
“[going] forth in power and great glory”. He saw people worshipping Him. He saw Him get
baptized. He saw 12 apostles following Him. He saw many people “healed by the power of the
Lamb of God.” He also saw Christ being slain for the sins of the world. Surely Nephi knew more
after that visit from the angel about Jesus Christ and the reasons why He would come to earth.
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Story #2: Samuel the Lamanite
Speaking Characters: Storyteller, Narrator, Samuel Puppet
Non-Speaking Characters: Wall Prop, Angel Puppet, the Star

Storyteller: We go now to another well-known Book of Mormon figure, Samuel the Lamanite.
The Samuel puppet appears on stage.

Narrator: Samuel was sent to preach repentance unto the Nephites multiple times. He was sure
that Christ would come. How did he know? Because an angel had made it known unto him.

The wall popsicle stick prop enters the scene. Samuel stands on top of the wall.

Samuel: “Nothing can save this people save it be repentance and faith on the Lord Jesus
Christ, who surely shall come into the world, and shall suffer many things and shall be slain for
his people. And behold, an angel of the Lord hath declared it unto me,”

The Angel puppet peeks in at the top corner of the scene.
Samuel: “And he did bring glad tidings to my soul.”
Angel does a little happy dance and depatrts.

Samuel: “And behold, | was sent unto you to declare it unto you also, that ye might have glad
tidings; but behold ye would not receive me.® Behold, | give unto you a sign; for five years more
cometh, and behold, then cometh the Son of God to redeem all those who shall believe on his
name. And behold, this will | give unto you for a sign at the time of his coming; for behold, there
shall be great lights in heaven, insomuch that in the night before he cometh there shall be no
darkness, insomuch that it shall appear unto man as if it was day. Therefore, there shall be one
day and a night and a day, as if it were no night;, and this shall be unto you for a sign; for ye
shall know of the rising of the sun and also of its setting; therefore they shall know of a surety
that there shall be two days and a night; nevertheless the night shall not be darkened; and it
shall be the night before he is born.”

The star appears on set.
Samuel: “And behold, there shall a new star arise, such an one as ye never have beheld; and
this also shall be a sign unto you.” *

Storyteller: The angel brought Samuel glad tidings when he taught him about the coming of
Jesus Christ.
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Story #3: The Annunciation to Mary
Speaking Characters: Storyteller, Narrator, Angel Puppet, Mary Puppet

Storyteller: The angel appearing to Mary is one of the most well-known and loved angelic
appearances. Before Gabriel’s visit, Mary did not know that she would soon become the earthly
mother of Jesus Christ.

The Angel Puppet and the Mary Puppet appear at different sides of the stage.

Narrator: “And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee,
named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, and the virgin’s
name was Mary.”

The Angel Puppet moves over to Mary.

Angel: “Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.”

Narrator: “And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what
manner of salutation this should be.”

The Mary Puppet acts afraid.

Angel: “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And behold, thou shalt conceive in
thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father
David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kihngdom there shall be no
end.

Mary: “How shall this be, seeing | know not a man?”

Angel: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”

Mary: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word."®

Angel departs.

Storyteller: A handmaid is a servant, someone who can be trusted with the most important
tasks, and who waits personally on a Lord. Handmaids often have a personal relationship with

their Master. Mary showed great faith, willingness, and trust when she received this important
call delivered by the angel.
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Story #4: The Annunciation to Joseph
Speaking Characters: Storyteller, Narrator, Angel Puppet
Non-Speaking Characters: Joseph Puppet, Mary Puppet, Baby Jesus Puppet

The Joseph Puppet enters the scene.

Storyteller: Joseph found out about the upcoming birth by discovering that Mary was pregnant,
or as the scriptures put it, “with child”. He felt that he would need to break their engagement,
and wanted to do so privately. He was thinking on these things when the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream.

The Angel Puppet comes to Joseph.

Angel: “Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is

conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”

Narrator: “Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him,”
Mary joins Joseph.
Narrator: “And took unto him his wife:”

Baby Jesus joins the couple.

Narrator: “and knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name
JESUS.” ¢

Storyteller: Joseph consistently tried to do what’s right. When he received this message from
an angel, he believed, and acted in faith.
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Story #5: The Shepherds
Speaking Characters: Storyteller, Narrator, Angel Puppet, Shepherd Puppet
Non-Speaking Characters: Joseph Puppet, Mary Puppet, Baby Jesus Puppet

Storyteller: Now on to the favorite Christmas angelic visit of all, the hosts of angels appearing to
the shepherds to announce the Savior’s birth with praise and gladness.

The Shepherd Puppet enters the scene.

Narrator: “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night.”

The Angel Puppet enters the scene.

Narrator: “And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid.”

Angel: “Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a

manger.”

Narrator: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying,”

Angel: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”
The Angel Puppet depatrts.

Shepherd: Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which
the Lord hath made known unto us.”

The Mary Puppet, the Joseph Puppet, and the Baby Jesus Puppet enter the scene.

Narrator: “And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger.” ’
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Story #6: The Wisemen

Speaking Characters: Storyteller, Narrator, Angel Puppet

Non-Speaking Characters: 3 Wiseman Puppets, The Star, Mary Puppet, Joseph Puppet, Baby
Jesus Puppet

Storyteller: Did you know that there is also an angel mentioned in the story of the Wisemen?
The angel didn’t appear directly to them though, although they—like Joseph—were visited in a
dream. Watch to see when the angel enters the story:

The 3 Wisemen enter the scene.

Narrator: “And [Herod] sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the
young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again that | may come and worship
him also.”

The Star appears in the sky.

Narrator: “When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the
east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.”

The Wisemen rejoice! Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus enter the scene.

Narrator: “And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto him gifts: gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a
dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.”

The Wisemen leave. The Angel Puppet appears. Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus lie down as if
asleep.

Narrator: “And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream.”

Angel: “Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there
until | bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.” 8

Mary and Joseph arise and flee with the baby.

Storyteller: We can see from these accounts that angels were a part of so many scenes in the
nativity story. Angels are God’s messengers sent to warn, instruct, announce, and prophecy.
We still believe angels appear to men today. They represent the reality that God is ever
reaching out to His children. Merry Christmas!!
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